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A serious drought and an invasion of locusts are destroying the crops.

Speculation in grain markets and the slow reaction of governments are leading to malnutrition and famine.

The nomad populations are beyond the reach of international aid and have suffered more than the others in this humanitarian crisis.
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Mayor of a rural township

The Nomads’ survival strategy

SUBTITLES:

Drought is something familiar.

It doesn’t surprise us.

We’re expecting it again this year.

We’ve suffered a lot.

The pastures are gone.

The animals are thin, and they don’t sell well.

Even the camels are not selling well because of the effects of the drought;

And then there are the animals’ diseases.

It was a very hard year.

We received some assistnce, which was welcome, but it really wasn’t enough.

We have no choice but to try everything possible to get out of this situaiton.

A solution is possible if we get the means to work the land.

We want our children to go to school so that they can decide their future, which we couldn’t do.

Soumaila Hima, Director of Nigerian Grants and Scholarships Agency Project : Nigerian grants and scholarships agency is a public institution of an administrative type with its own board of directors. Its role is to manage scholarship awards. This year, 2008-2009, Areva gave the Nigerian government five scholarships for young women. The women who won the scholarships will go to France to study. The Legion of Honor will oversee their training.
Karine Gerstein, Senior Professor : The girls had been warmly welcomed by the class. The students did a great job. And both sides put forth their best efforts. Their integration into the class was consequently immediate.

The girls will remain in France for six years, just one year in our school. Once they have their baccalaureate degree, they will specialize in different fields and continue school for another five years.
Mamane Abdou Saadatou, Legion of Honor student : I come from Niger where I got my baccalaureate degree in June 2008. I was selected by ARERVA to continue my studies here in France.
Issoutou Sani Hadizatou, Legion of Honor student : I intend first of all to study to obtain a technicians diploma. If I think I'm capable and I see that it's not too late, I'll continue my studies to become an engineer. I want to be trained as a laboratory analysis technician. 
Karine Gerstein, Senior Professor : Their ambition is to work in the mine when they go back. Which is possible, with an engineering degree. 
