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SUPERIMPOSE: Areva has partnered with four environmental protection associations working near its La Hague plant in the Cotentin area of France.

- Voice over: The domain of Beaugillot is located on the Veys bay. 
SUPERIMPOSE: Conservation of the Beaugillot nature reserve

- Voice over: This nature reserve has gained a reputation both in France and abroad for its wildlife and habitats. It is a significant resting place and moulting ground for seabirds. It also provides sanctuary for a quarter of France's population of harbor seals. 

SUPERIMPOSE:Jean-François ELDER, Nature Reserve Manager

-  JF. Elder : I'm the commissioner of the Beaugillot nature reserve. It was created in 1980 and covers 500 hectares. It is divided into two parts : 150 hectares of land and 350 hectares of water. One of the main features of the domain of Beaugillot nature reserve is the seabirds that hibernate there, stop off on their way south. Our main aim is to provide them with everything they need, such as board and lodging. We can sense the public's growing enthusiasm for this type of environment, where there are few people and where the impact of human beings is as unobtrusive as possible. We are managing the site on a daily basis; we have to include visits by the public and find ways of keeping our visitors informed. We have created a discovery trail, and installed observation points and information boards. 

-  Man : Above all, the Domaine de Beaugillot is a nature reserve in a nice place, because you can observe the birds up close without bothering them. With binoculars that magnify 25 times, you have more than enough to spot Eurasian widgeons, plovers, curlews, and godwits. In short a certain number of birds that are already found here. 

-  Woman : We love it. We've known Normandy for thirty years: these boulders, that man-made strip of land projecting into the sea; I find all that a bit magical. 

-  JF. Elder : You can see anything from the household sparrow to the royal eagle, which we are sometimes lucky enough to spot. But it's mainky ducks, geese, corncrakes, moor hens, etc. 

-  JF. Elder : The number of birds is increasing, and the site will have to be managed differently. More and more birds are coming, it's becoming more difficult to keep track of them because we have to look beyond the site's boundaries. We developed a number of systems for tracking both birds and seals. 

-  Voice over : The reserve receives about 35.000 visitors per year. 

-  JF. Elder : We contacted AREVA because we knew the group was interested in partnerships that set out to protect natural wildlife, pass on what has been learned about tracking it, and provide ways of welcoming the public and school parties. This is right up street because it's one of our missions too. So it is quite natural for us to contact the Areva foundation for help to finance this kind of work. 

SUPERIMPOSE: Aid to the Cetacean Study Group of Cotentin (GECC)

-  Voice over : AREVA has been supporting the Cotentin marine mammal study group for over five years. The association collects information on marine animals and studies them. 

SUPERIMPOSE:

Gérard MAUGER

Creator of GECC

-  G. Mauger : It's true that AREVA La Hague was one of the first to adhere to our idea of starting a project of study and protect the large dolphins. We go on sea expeditions to identify the animals and make a census of the colony -- keeping mind that the dolphin is so emblematic, it has become the ambassador for nature conservation. You have to go out to sea often. You need photography equipment. You have to spend time, fuel and energy. That all comes with a cost. We find no incompatibility between ecology and Industry, or between the natural and industrial environments. In the 10 years we've been working on this group of dolphins, we've shown that it is a large colony. We've estimated its population at 140 to 200 individuals. Yes, hello, we're out to sea looking for big dolphins. You have anything to report on your end? 

-  F. Kerlaud : The hope is that there will be the center, and if there's a center there's a structure. Then you can really set things up and move up to a higher level. One that is more professional from both the educational and scientific points of view. 

-  G. Mauger : There you can see how we monitored the animals this summer for week. You see that they were moving very close to the coastline. 

-  Voice over : In fact, the largest dolphin colony in Europe lives at the foot of the Cap de La Hague. 

-  F. Kerlaud : Dolphins are very clever, and especially they form groups. They defend themselves together, they're always strong in numbers. 

-  Voice over : It makes the public and schoolchildren aware of the need to protect the sea, and the species living along the Normandy coast. 

SUPERIMPOSE: Conservation of the Vauville nature reserve

-  Voice over : The Vauville wetland, between Cap de Flamanville to the south and Nez de Jobourg to the north, runs continuously along the coastal dunes. It also includes a large stretch of fresh water. 

SUPERIMPOSE: Thierry DEMAREST, Nature Reserve Manager
-  T. Demarest : Once you get to know the area's habitats and species, you have to manage this environment. We're planning an extensive project to restore and keep up the dunes, and to preserve the pond by cutting back the reeds, that sort of thing. A wide range of activities to preserve and gain a better knowledge of the biological origins of the species we have in the reserve. 

-  Voice over : The wetland enables local school children to make nature trips, and supplements the environment tours organized on AREVA's La Hague site. 

-  T. Demarest : The objective of the partnership with AREVA is to contribute to knowledge. And also to demonstrate just how original our reserve's wildlife is. And explain the origins of the reserve, and of the pond. We're in Normandy, which isn't exactly known for its warm climate. And yet we find a lot of wildlife from the south and those habitats have all practically disappeared in the seaside. 

SUPERIMPOSE: Partnership with the Botanic Garden of Vauville

-  Voice over : The garden which is classed as outstanding in France, aims to show young people how plants evolve. 

SUPERIMPOSE: Guillaume Pelerin, landscaper
-  G. Pelerin : We also try hard to make the children understand the need to respect nature. That plants need to be handled with care and that we are working with living things. Some of the children we receive have never left the city. Some even ask us how we unwind the carpet for example. They think the grass comes in rolls and that we just roll out like that. We also explain the geographic origins, so we do an around-the-world tour with the plants. There's a true collaboration between AREVA and people like us who've been working to protect the environment for 30 to 40 years by creating the Vauville pond natural reserve and classifying the site, to take only one example. Then there are all the joint activities of the coastal conservatory. We want to show the environmental aspect, that an industrial plant like AREVA can collaborate with a scientific institution like us that is very close to nature, and focused on preserving it.

