Laurent Dabouis

I am a multifunction roller machine operator at the AREVA Painboeuf, France site.  We manufacture zirconium pipes that actually going to the cores of power plants.  Then I have another function at the inspection level, to ensure that I get a pipe that is truly flawless.  Consequently there are plenty of inspections including dimensional, ultrasound, and visual aspects.  Performing both functions is preferable, for one thing it breaks routine and also, you gain a more precise view of what you are making.

The challenge is of course to always produce more, but with zero defects.  This implies an enormous investment in quality.  You need to be precise in your work and know how to anticipate.  For example when changing tools, we are happy when we had finished our quality work, namely once we have validated what we have just made in fact.  That's a moment we enjoy! Like, that's a good feeling, and we can move on satisfied.  
We are part of a large company, but here at AREVA Painboeuf, we are really just a big family.  Our work is not done alone, we work with others.  At the moment I am looking after a working group on optimizing auto cutting in the rolling shop.  This means we can discuss things with people, and then see the progress with what we decided on, so that's interesting... It's reassuring to know that we are part of such an operationally efficient company on the leading edge of technology.

