Laurent Detang

I work for AREVA Saint Marcel as a welding operator.  There are number of welding modes, both automatic and manual.  Manual welding probably gives you the most pride compared with automatic, but it requires a  certain dexterity, you must pay attention to detail, be pretty much of a perfectionist... and be consistent all the time.

I am currently working on a steam generator.  I'm applying a stainless steel coating on a base.  You need to be on the cutting edge of technology for there are plenty of inspections and that is an additional incentive to do some truly precise, quality work.

Once a part is finished and fault-free, there is a pride in seeing all of these parts exported worldwide.  We certainly get to work with some pretty complex, unique, materials.  Not every company gets the chance to make parts that weigh so many tons.  
At the Saint Marcel site, there are opportunities to evolve.  Training is available to enrich our expertise, for example to become welding technicians, to advise and improve welding techniques.  If we have a problem with the project, we can call on the advice of our elders, no problem, and if we can offer an innovation to our foreman, they willingly accept new solutions.  The working atmosphere is good and I hope to remain with his company as long as possible.

