Xavier Robbe

I am responsible for the forging plant at AREVA’s site in Le Creusot.  This means 60 production workers and 30 maintenance staff, producing forged parts weighing between 9 tonnes minimum and 200 tonnes maximum for the nuclear and petrochemicals industries.

Technically, you have to be up to scratch.  I had to train for it.  You have to know all about potential technical problems.  The most experienced workers definitely have a role to play in handing their knowledge on to the young ones and explaining what they do, so that their expertise is not lost.  It's a technical job but I think it also involves a lot of contact.  
What I enjoy most is discussing matters with the others, understanding the problems they come up against and then trying to push on with them and offer possible solutions.  You hear a lot about the nuclear revival but we could equally well talk about the revival of the Le Creusot site.  This year alone, we should be increasing our workforce across a site from 150 to 200 people.  It makes you proud and I think that the pride that I feel is shared by everybody on the site.  
To young people wanting to work for AREVA, I would say that they have will probably have a job for many years to come with opportunities for development.

